LANDING OF THE UNITED EMPIRE LOYALISTS IS RECREATED
June 1937
Winnipeg Free Press and the Winnipeg Tribune
Historic scene of the first landing of the United Empire Loyalists in Adolphustown,
Ontario was depicted Saturday afternoon by the Manitoba Branch U.E.L. society, when a
picnic was held at Grantley Lodge, Kirkfield Park; reading from left to right, the first two
pictures, taken be a Free Press photographer, show the landing scene. In the third picture
men of the party are seek picking out lots for the new settlers. A real fish is cooked by
one of the fair sex for the hungry settlers in their picturesque and beautiful costumes.
At the Landing on the banks of the Assiniboine River Looking East

COLORFUL PAGEANT
United Empire Loyalists Mark Anniversary of Historic Event
The anniversary of the first landing in Adolphustown, Ontario, was marked Saturday
afternoon by the Manitoba Branch, with a pageant and picnic at Grantley Lodge,
Kirkfield Park, the home of Rev. J. M. Shaver.
About 50 members of the Manitoba organization, which is presided over by Major E.A.
Fletcher attended the annual picnic. Mrs. George Irwin directed the pageant
commemorating the U.E.L. event of June 16, 1784.

The group of Loyalists had come from New York State and landed on the northern shore
of Lake Ontario, near the Bay of Quinté. The drama showed the men, women and
children in the costumes of the period getting into boats and exploring the northern shores
for a place to build their homes. Two boats filled with their costumed cast of characters
represented this phase of the story by rowing in the Assiniboine River.
The boats landed and the people disembarked and immediately explored the surrounding
land and drew lots for their estates. The women and children prepared rude meals and
took care of the weak and ill members of their party.
The pageant was directed by Mrs. George Irwin and attended by about 50 members of the
Manitoba organization, presided over by Major E.A. Fltecher. The cast and the characters
they represented included: Beth Fletcher, Mrs. Allen; Douglas Hunt, Captain Allen;
Harold Fletcher, Paul Trumper; Katherine Hunt, Mrs. Trumper; Mrs. H.A.C. Grieve,
Grandmother; Margaret Hunt, Little Margaret; Dorothy Lane, Mrs. Van Alstyne; Ross
Woodman, Gilbert Casey; Alva Reid. Mrs. Steven Roblin; Jack Shaver, Steven Roblin;
Rev. J. M. Shaver. Philip Dorland.
At the conclusion of the pageant the group sang “O God Our Help in Ages Past” and the
picnic followed.

